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2017 ACTIVITY REPORT
1. On December 3rd 2016, we sold 55 pounds of chestnuts at Main Street Christmas in Schomberg.  Mary and the crew worked hard doing the chestnut preparation the night before.  
2. Our thirteenth annual Community Skate on the Marsh took place February 11th with firm but bumpy ice.  Harry Hoare helped clear the ice with his tractor.  Grackle supplied coffee and hot chocolate and Schomberg Quality Meats supplied the hotdogs.  We had a good turnout of over 60 on a nice warmer-than-usual day.  We raised $204 in donations!  The Skate is held regularly on the second Saturday in February with marshmallows, hot chocolate, coffee and a bonfire.
3. On Family Day, February 20th, the Great Backyard Bird Count took place identifying 21 species.  About 20 people attended with members of the Richmond Hill Field Naturalist Club showing up (through  our Facebook page).
4. As part of this year's Earth Hour, the DMNC organized a bonfire at the marsh - 35 people attended.  The event was a great success.  Jars and candles were available for candle making and participants paraded these through town to the marsh.  Overcast skies meant no telescope viewing this year.  We had competition this year with a similar event taking place at Cold Creek.  
5. Once again in 2017, we carried out our frog monitoring program with a workshop taking place on April 6th.  Lots of new volunteers came out this year and the monitoring program started April 8th.
6. Goose control rope was installed across the storm water pond in late April to thwart the number of geese on and around the storm water pond and the nearby park.  Charles kayaked the rope back and forth across the pond.  As full vegetative growth is now present along the shore to deter the geese, new installations of goose rope will likely not be needed.
7. In late April, a volunteer work crew cleared away years of underbrush growth around our tree swallow boxes to better attract new inhabitants (some where observed late that same day).  The boxes were cleaned out and one old swallow box was replaced with a new one.  One of the wood duck boxes was cleaned out. 

8. Our spring marsh clean-up took place April 22nd with 25 trash pickers including lots of young people coming out to clean up a winter’s worth of garbage along Dr. Kay Drive and Cooper Drive as well as around the Trisan Centre.  The SWM pond in the new subdivision got special attention.
9. In late April, we installed 3 "Turtle Crossing" signs at each end of Dr. Kay Drive and on Cooper Drive as a warning to motorists to slow down and avoid turtles moving across the roadways.  These signs proved to be very effective at a total cost of $91.53, although 1 or 2 went missing (we had made a total of 6 signs).  As part of our annual program, the DMNC will likely be pursuing the re-installation of these signs or finding a way to install permanent signs.
10. In May, 5 to 6 volunteers removed about five garbage bags of garlic mustard from the forest area north of Rosalena Drive - known as Hughie's Cathedral.  Some hot spots were identified that will require special attention next year.
11. Due to high participation costs, the DMNC decided this year not to run an information booth at the Schomberg Agricultural Fair.  In the past, we have been located near the old arena and have had competition with the Wildlife Group (birds of prey).  On Fair Sunday Mary got up early and participated in a bird/nature walk around Schomberg identifying a number of local species.
12. July 20th saw our annual Swift Night Out event in Schomberg.  About 10 swifts were observed putting on quite a show.  Once again swifts are using the chimney at St. Patrick's School indicating their return to Schomberg.
13. On July 29th, four groups of individuals attended our successful Butterfly and Dragonfly Workshop held in the Marsh.  There were lots of dragonflies this year due to all the mosquitoes; with even more during September!  We may look at holding the event in September next year.
14. Our annual phragmites removal took place September 15th with the clipping of seed heads and flagging of the clumps so that Township in partnership with the Nature Conservancy of Canada can treat the remaining stocks with herbicide.

15. On Sunday, September 17th, our group helped local kids build birdhouses from kits designed and prepared by the Lions.  We used a number of kits put together by the Schomberg Lions.  This event took place along with the Schomberg Street Gallery show.
16. October 14th saw the unveiling of two new signs created by our group celebrating the life and times of the McGuire family who preserved a woodlot off Rosalena Drive called Hughie's Cathedral.  The signs outline the life of the McGuires as well as identify plant, animal and bird species in the area.  The McGuires, Historical Society representatives and our local councillor attended this event.  Many thanks to Jenn for her preparation work for the two signs.
17. October 28th, we held our second Beer Tasting at the Schomberg Community Hall.  Garth Miller presented 6 different brews and shared tasting notes on each.  Food pairings were prepared in the kitchen for each beer tasting.  The night was a sell-out at 60 tickets purchased - a first for the DMNC wine and beer tastings.  The approximately $1000 profit (a record) will be used for various future projects.
18. On December 2nd this year, we will again be selling chestnuts at Main Street Christmas in Schomberg.  Please let us know if you would like to volunteer.
Submitted by E. Leon, former Vice Chair
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