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DUFFERIN MARSH NATURE CONNECTION
Minutes
Tuesday May 10, 2016  -  8:25 pm

Attendees:
Eric, Mary, Charles, Sheila, Brenda

Regrets:
Joe, Nadia

1. April 2016 minutes
The minutes were reviewed and it was noted that there were some typo errors.

Moved with noted corrections:

Moved:
Mary

2nd:

Charles

Approved.
2. April 23rd Clean Up Day 
It was a beautiful day for the clean up. We had about 35 people who came out to help.  There wasn’t a lot a trash around the marsh so groups went further afield.  Lots of young people came.
3. Goose Rope Installation
The goose rope was installed late this year (April 30) but there were not many geese on the storm pond.  There were 7 volunteers. Thanks to Charles for bring his kayak again.  It makes it a lot easier.  There is enough rope to use for one more year.

4. Frog monitoring and Frog Night Out

Frog monitoring was started in April.  There are fewer volunteers than usual but everyone is keen.  At this time we have heard Peepers, Wood Frogs, Chorus Frogs, Leopard Frogs and Toads.  Frog Night Out was May 4 (Cold Creek) and May 5 (Dufferin Marsh).  There was a good turnout for both events.  The grade 6 class was schedule to come out May 10 but only two students showed up.  Linda Cholmondeley took the group so Mary could attend the DMNC meeting.  We need to determine how to improve the participation with the class.
5. Schomberg Fair Booth
Registration for a booth for the fair is through Ryan Lougheed.  There was a discussion on weither we should have a booth this year as there are many things going against us:
· Fair is being reorganized

· Not many volunteers will be available on that day.

· Bad location near arena

· Competition with wildlife group
Motion to not have a booth this year.
Moved:
Charles
2nd:
Eric
Approved.
6. Garlic Mustard Pull

Timing for the garlic mustard pull was discussed.  It was suggested that we try to get the neighbourhood involved by sending around a pamphlet.

Action:
Mary will investigate and maturity of the plants and email with a suggested date.
7. MOU 
We are waiting on the updated MOU from the Township.  There was a discussion on the insurance policy related to MOU.  It was suggested that we may be able to pay for the insurance with a Township Community grant.
Action:
Mary will look into insurance



Mary will contact Township about updated MOU

8. Upcoming Events
We need to decide dates for:

· Butterfly/dragonfly

· Moth Mania

· Swift Night Out
· Bird Box Building

· Beer Tasting
ITEMS TO BE CARRIED FORWARD
9. Paypal - defer
10. "Hughie's Cathedral"  - we are still waiting on a formal response for our application to the historical society.  The historical society has requested a site visit with an arborist.  
Action:
Mary will contact Charles Emerson or jack Campbell to attend a site visit with the Historical Society.
11. Marsh Movie  -  defer
12. New DMC safety vests - Brenda has the logo for the vest and has looked into the transfer for the logo and wording on the vests.
Action:
Charles will send the “volunteer” wording to Brenda

NEW BUSINESS
· Jenn designed a sign for dog walkers encouraging them to keep their dog on a leash.  Mary contacted the Township and they approved the sign.
Action:

Mary and Jenn will work together to get the signs up.

· There is a wild flower planting at Cold Creek on Saturday June 14 from 9 to 11 am.  Meet at the Visitor Centre.

Action:

Mary will put this on Facebook.

· There is a need for new executive members.  Some suggestions were: Kaileigh Nicols, Steph Irwin, Naomi Simpson, Tim Miller, Reva Harknett.

Action:

All bring ideas to next meeting

· The trailhead posts have come down and need to be replaced.  Two posts are required and need to accommodate the width of the Township mower.  Can get a posthole digger from Township.  This will be reconsidered and scheduled for the fall.
NEXT MEETING IS TUESDAY, June 14, 2016
THIS IS UPDATED:
List of 2016 DMNC Events:
Bolded dates are current for 2016
Feb. 13/16
3-6 pm

Marsh Skate and Bonfire

Mar. 19
/16
8:00 pm
Earth Hour Bonfire

April 23/16
9:00 am
Dufferin Marsh Clean-up
May 4,5
 8:00 pm
Frog Nights Out – Cold Creek / Dufferin Marsh
May 28,29


Schomberg Fair Booth  (not in 2016??)
May 29

6:30 am
Bird walk

May ??

10:00 am
Garlic Mustard / Iris Pull

July __

not held
Swift Night

July __

not held
Bats

July __

not held
Moth Mania

August __
not held
Dragonflies and Butterflies

Sept. 13
10:00

Bird feeder Building Workshop / Street Gallery
Nov. 14

8:00

Beer Tasting
Nov. 8

afternoon
AGM

Dec. 5

4:00 to 8:00
Main St. Xmas – Chestnuts:   55 lbs. is enough

List of Previous DMNC Events:
February

Annual DMC Skate

March


Birding Workshop – Nature Conservancy

March 


Earth Hour Event



April


Dufferin Marsh Clean-up

April


Bird Banding Demonstration

May


ORM Clean Up

May


Frog Night Out – Cold Creek

May


Frog Night Out – Dufferin Marsh

May


Bird Hike at Cold Creek

May


Fair Booth

May


Bird Walk

June


Wine Tasting

July - August

Swift Night Out, Bats, Moth Mania, Dragonflies and Butterflies

August


Work events for DMC:  Loosestrife, remove goose rope

September

Bird feeder Building Workshop (Confirmed to match up with Street Gallery)

September

Phragmites removal

October

Tree planting at marsh

November

AGM at Cold Creek or alternate location

December

Chestnuts for Main Street Xmas
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